Lateral ventricular enlargement in schizotypal personality disorder.
Although an increase in the ratio of ventricular space to brain (ventricle-brain ratio), VBR) on computed tomography (CT) has been among the most robust findings in chronic schizophrenia, VBR has not been investigated in a large, well-characterized clinical population of patients with schizotypal personality disorder (SPD), a clinical entity with a phenomenologic, gentle biological, and treatment response relationship to chronic schizophrenia. Accordingly, CT scans were obtained in 36 male SPD patients, 23 males with other personality disorders, 133 male schizophrenic patients, and 42 male normal volunteers. The mean body of the lateral VBR was significantly greater in the SPD patients than in the patients with other personality disorders. The VBR of the SPD patients did not differ significantly from either that of the normal volunteers or the schizophrenic patients but was intermediate between the two groups. There were no correlations with either psychotic-like or deficit-related symptoms of SPD in either the SPD or total personality disorder cohorts. SPD patients, like schizophrenic patients, may have increased VBRs compared wit patients with other personality disorders; their VBRs fall between the means of schizophrenic patients and normal control subjects.